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A Brief account of ſeveral things to 
be excepted againſt in Mr. Baxters 


book, Stiled, 
3 Ihe Care of Church Diviſions: 


He whole Deſign of this Book being to make ſuch as at Excep'. 1. 

hol Wc bis day are careful to keep themielves Pare from all 
IS oi: -/: defilements in ee, Odious, it may well be 

* a affirmed, chat this was neither Se-ſenble, nor Honeſt . 
p iaca the crying Sin this day, is not Separation, but Ia ut and 
Jialen Fer ſecus ions which Mr, Baxter ſpeaks very little ag ial}, . 

| \.\altboygh it be without any Comparilon, a greater Sin then the 
„Sher: Since Separation in many Caſes, 15.4 Duty, which” Per- 
1: f#cwtions never can be. 
In the Preface,and in other places of his book, (2) Mr. Bax er Except. 2. 
| mentions. with much „ trerneſi, what was formerly done in the Lp. 25.6. 
N — War; whieh is in him a moſt unbecoming practice, | 
_ Firſt) Mr. Baxcer was ag guilty of ſtirring up and o- 

+4 1 menti War, as any que — — none ought to 
» \blamerheEfefts, who gave riſe and encouragement to, the 
uw, ro Canſe.(Secondly)There is an Oliven already paſt for all 
a aFranspf that kind which none that pretends to an Healing & 
ot Serato Spirit hanid dare to rhink of Violating : , (chirdly) 
There is.daily much greater pry and the c ne 
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( 1.3) £ 
of Prophaneneſs, lmmorality ated by thoſe, whom yet Mr. 
Baxter never mentions but with Honour, as if no Sins or mil- 
85 were to be blamed, but theirs, whe are unable to de- 


- 


fe ſelves. 


Feet, 3. He ſpeaks much againſt telling others of their fins in ſut ious 
7 , * 3» words, and yet allows himſelia great and maſterly Liberty in 
ref. Far. 12 ung chem; For to call his brethren as he doth often in his 
8 P . . 3. 7727 2 F n ay Feavoriſh * tou 
. ; A Ditiding rain* arty, is argues that he lict 
underſtands « Spirit of Meekneſs; but noe tet he lever all de» 
vont ing words, and 4 deceitful Torgue , V. 52. 4. But when 
be cloſeth that Paragraph, with ſuch an expreſſion : If this ex- 
hor: ation and advice ſrem injurions or intolerable to you , The Lord 
have mercy on your Souls;, He uſeth the. very ſame frothy and 
unſavoury words, that ers often prophane Prayer and the 
Name cf God by; and which at the beſt, is that foo{iſh tall ng 
or jefting , which we are commanded vet ſo much as to wens 


tion, Eph, 5.3. 4. 


Except. 4, He doth very often and need'eſly inſiſt upon many things, 
Ja pf that may dry 41 advance and heighten his own Re, — 
Pec. 3.3, As Ca It is not an wnexperienced Perſon that ſpeabeth this, Aud 
61p. 142 [5] That the =- gevieus and wnthankful World have had a very 
cp. 143; bigh opinion of bim T bat Cc] The cenſwrer of bim in bis preſence, are 
4; gentle as Lambs, or as quick/y folenced (or worſt) a1 the Owles 

Fa] p. 182, 4 the approach of day-ligh: : That [4] He hath bein counſelled 
ſince be was ſilenced, is compoſe Sermons hienſelf, and to give them 

in writing to ſeme weah MAtniſler, that hath an excellent woire and 

[e]p. 193. Entrance and to let him preach them , That C/] It is twenty times 
herder to kim, toremember a form of words, then to ere what it 

Flr. 358. in bis mind without them. That | f He hath brew forced to » 6+ 
bel, an aburdance (be know! not how many) of good prople of the 

4% ker ſort, for their ver him and bis under ſtanding, That 

LJ 383 140 K epreofs have been patiemiy born from bim, brcanſe' be was 
locked ab as not firing to depreſs the honour of true and ſerious 

Keligion, Theſe, with many expreſſions of the like import, do 

ebundantly diſcover that Mr. vier is full of great — 


con. 


4 


(3) 

concerning himſelf, and 9x2 of 1bat abundance bis menth ſprak: ; 
Which, together with his bold aud raſh cenſure of other A- 
» fer, whom he calls :gnaramt, empty, \dalf-concened, ard 
the like, ſhows how little either of Chr1ſ(rawor Adora lpgern- 
ity, he bath yet learned; And if 10 deny our ſelves, & to lit 
tle account in our own thoughts, is the firſt Leſſon of Chriſtie 
axity, whoever ſo plainly ſhows hitnſelf unskilled in that, is 
moſt unfit to be a teacher of it to others, | am ſure the Scrip- 
ture Preſidents do inſtruct in anothet᷑ kind of modeſty. Prov. 
30. 2, 3. 2 Cor, 12, 11. 


He reproacheth the Papi#s, for their impoſſible ter mi of Unis Exctp 5. 
ty and their engine of tearing & dividing impeſit ions: But ought he Pref. 1.3.6 


not to have conſidered, that this is the ( aſe and c ime ot thoſe 
from whom his bretbren teparate ; And when thoſe Engines 
are once removed, We ſhall quickly make it appear, that we 
did not hold communes, becauſe we would not, but rather were 
notſuffered to do it, unleſs we would fin by Tubſcribieg 
an Aſſert unto what we knew was ſinful, ſo that we may ſay 
in our defence, what Mr. Har ter alleadgeth againft the Pa- 


poſts, [a] we Ane them, (i e. The biſbops and the impoſing L- 7. 83 · 


party) only 45 neighbour churches, tba never were theres (anful 
ſubjeQl;, but bear our teſt imony againſt their ſin, 


That command in 2 Cor, 6.12, 13, Cove ont from amorg Excep. 6. 
thew, and be je ſeparate, a; 4'ſo, Rev, 18. 6. Come ont of Babilen, 5. 31. 32. 


He ſays are 4buſed by abundance of ignorant profeſſors, as if . 
had commanded u to ſeparate from — comon ſort 3 
Chriſtians And ts come out of the Church wheresf they are me ber 
this he calls a prophaning of G word, anda groſs and palyable 
comraditiing of i plain expreſſions, and taxeth ſuch of Ignera» ce 
Kncharitableneſsand Paſſion, 


lt were eaſie ro return theſe ill words, but we will allow 
Mr, Baxter à Priviledge to uſe them, and to his argument we 
anſwer, That it is no prophening, but a ſober and Religious 
Interpreting of Scripture, to take the words of it, which 
were 


. (4) 

wert ſpoken eoncerning one thing, and by way of proportion 

and 4wolegy to apply them to r and — bag 

the i Texts do properly and directly concern 
| 


che Lidel and Ide/atersr there mentioned, vet proporti- 

y they belong to others, that under the Name of being 

ſtians, are 1 of the ſame crimes, And therefore we 
arc commanded ſtrictiy to ſeparate from every one that i cal- 
led 4 brother, if be be covetous, or a Railer, or the like, it any 
Church, will receive ſuch for their Adembers, and notwith- 
{tanding all admonition, will ſtill retain them, we are not to 
own ſuch a Chwrch, as a Spouſe of Chriſt, and therefoi@ muſt 
come out of it, leaſt we parteke of ber ſins, and if this way of ar- 
guing from Analogy, be not good and ſafe, we doubt whether 
Mr, Barter, hath any thing to defend - I={ant- Bai with; 
fince the beſt argument, that all learned men have ever de- 
fended it by, is the proportion it hath to Circame iſion, from 
whence they conclude by a parity of Reaſon, that what was 
uſed to Infants before, in order to their admiſſion unto 
Chareh trwiledges, maybe continued now to them under a 
New adminiſtration, and the very ſame manner of reaſoning 
will hold in the preſent caſe, which is not an effe& of 
_ , and Reſbneſs , but of Spiritaal Soundueſ; , and 

obriety, 


Excep,7, le dothat recite the Corrupmon:,that were in Former 
Nin Churches — would inferr the —— ne gr ſepar ari- 
en, where ſach — ſtill continued; — —— doth 

very Impertinently, For though many errors in rine 

and Life, were formerly admitted, yer none of them were 


impoſed as Conditions of Communion , which is at this day 


the complaint and grievance of all the Separate; and of 
which they have frequently defired redreſs, bur in yain , in 
order to communion, 


n 8, e relates, that be bark wer with many conſcientions profeſſors, whe 
5. 5. wenldnot communicate with the Pariſh Churcher, brcauſe the 
people were 1gnorarit , who when be bad ernten them , © have 

' proved 


* 


. 


- 


12 — be hath met wich wany ſuab, or i bo 
d 


| 2 al 
proved g f the . — es 7 


d, yet "ought not ſuch + things to be iconcealed? 
are not we commanded not to reveal the ſecrit of another, which 
pious and prudent Rule Mr, B-xter hath not ſcrupledito 
tin —_— and therefore may juſtly fear what follows 
in the text, That, He who bears it will put bim to 
Dane, and bu wnfamy ſhall not ta- awe), Prov, 25, 9. 10. 


They are very unweighed and raſh words, when he ſays, Exceq; 9, 
Shew me in Scripture, or in Church Hiftory, that either there p, 93. 
ever wal Dr fatto, or ought tobe De Jure, fach a thing in the 
wrd the Papiſht call the Church, and | profeſs, | will named» 
ately ern Papi: We think none can write thus, but declares 
a great unſteddineſs in his Religion, for none that knows 
Cbereb Hiſterye but can prove that ſuch a Church, as the Ro- 
wan, hath been near 1300. years, actually in being, and 
we much wonder that any  Preteffaxs, fhould be found, 
though but by the by,equalling of Church Hiftery to Scriptare 
as if the uncertain tradition of the one, were to be as much 
accounted of and followed, as the divine and infallible Reve- 
lation of the other. 


Having profecuted tne grounds of our departure from ths 
Church of Rome, he conc inſolently, if this anſwer ſeem f. $4. 
not plains and fall enongh te you, it is becauſe you underfand net 
Chriſtian ſence and Reaſon 5 Bur certainly it can be nothing 
elſe but intollerable Pride, that dares charge another wich 
want of Chriſtian ſence and Keaſon, who doth not underſtand 
the force of a conſequence of Mr, Baxters making ſenee 
he as often faileth in the truck and evidence of - bis de- 
duQtions, 


When he fayes, Wer may bave local preſential Communion, 


that particular Charc we are preſent , unleſs they binder Exvep, ro. 


ms by Unlawful , this, bating that i nificant. Jargon of f. ter 
Local Proſentral Communion, is n more we- 4 — 7 
7 


Cad 


* 


Except, 18, 
F. 132, 


Except, 12 
7. 131. 


EFxcey. 
5. 140. 


, and becauſe of them we ate nece ſſitated not ſo much 
to ſeperate, (for we never yet were of them) as to forbrar 
Communion, 


+ 

Among the ſects whieh charge one another. he reckons the 
Papiſls and Proteſtants, but this is a very New. and vudious 
Nicx-Name, to call the Preteſſant, by the title of a St, and 
to make it part of their guilt, that they conclude, 4A Peprft 
cannot go bryond a Reprobate, nor wort ipper of the Beaſt be ſa- 
ved? Which being the expreſs words of Scriptare, Rev, 
14. 9,10, 11, And mentioned in ſo flight and abuſive a 
manner by Mr, Bax-er, makes us judge that he may in time, 
be brought to a compliance with tlie m, oſ whom he is pleaſed 
to write more fayourably then the Scrip ure allows us (that 
are in his ſence the plas nner a duller ſort of Chriſtian )to (peak 
Or Conceive, 


He ſpeaks ſomething but very tri flingly about ſca»dalf, and 
a little he underſtands the crue Netion of it, when 
be dares affirm, Adany times / have theratber gone te the Com- 
mon-yrayers of the Publick, aſſemblies, for fear of being 4 ſcandal 
te thoſe ſame Mien, that called the going to them 4 ſcandal + But 
the Apoſtle Faul world not cat fleſp, (which certainly is far 
more Lawful, then to goto thoſe. prayers, which are of a 
ſuſpected, if not Idolatrous Original) rather t hes be would of» 
fend bus weak brother, whoſe « we wiſh Mr. Barter, 
would have condefcended roconform unto, And then all 
fuch expreſſions as theſe would have been forborn, 


He reports, that many « faitbſal Miniſter be bath known, 
who bave freely confeſſed to him, il ar yreviſh ſelf-conceitedChriſty- 
ans, inc lined to ſeparation, were a far ſtronger temptation to them 
to ferſab er ever run their 0 wn nuder{(anding!, then all the off erg 
of Honours or Riches conld be m1he other fide, We may wall 

oubt of the truth of this dory, for we can hardly think that 
a», much leſi many A farthfw/ Miniſter, would fo 2 
the: 


(<} | | 
unity we add. that at this day fu term are impoſed a 


* 


— 
1 


29 
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# 


7) 
their people, and their Honourable Name which is opon 
them, as to call them pievih and ſelf concerted Chriftians, Bur 


-it ſeme have indeed formerly complainedoof the too great 


proneneis to ſ-»4-4r19,when there was no ſuch evident and 
ſing neceſſ] ies tor it, we doubt not but they expected 


muc —— and faichtulneſs from Mr, B-xter , as to 
conceal their complaints; and not vent them now, when the 


ſtate of affairs i · ſo wholly altered, I ko, e hereafter ali that 
tear God, will be very careful how — make any com- 
paint uato a Perſon , who will take the next worſt occaſi · 
rorevile a whole Junocevr and Godly (and likewiſe 
ſuffering and ict] Party, by a malitious and unworthy 
publiſhing ot it. 


Hece mpares odiouſly the Si to the bend Excep. 
affirms of them, that as ihe Q ahers by the wery terrour of p 152, 


their words did frighten many wore» and boys inte their ſ t, he- 

fore they underſtood at all « bat it wil tha' they were againſt er fe 
ſe do the dcp ir atifts declaim agav ft e ſintulneſs of Pariſh af ens 

blies and Comm union, till they have (rignned the 1gnorant in- 
their miſtaken Zeal, And as if this were not enough to make 
them all abſurd and ridiculous He doth in another p ace 

endeavour to render them Peryerſ: and mn alit iu, by ſaying 

uncharicably as welt as falſly every Separatiſt, Anabaprijt 
Art ini an dh te witlin; ly put bis errors is bis Prayers : 

W here by mentioning the Separ «tiff, ava diſtict bedy of 
Men, from the Ant new'4n, Quaker, and Arabap'ift, it is evi» 
dent he can mean no other, but his Preſbiterian and congre- 
ga. ional bretbrex, of whom to afficm, that they all roo willingly 
put their errors into their Pravers, and preach mrey(y to fright the 
ig ant imo t heir mufÞ aten Zeal : this is ta do what he can 
to make that Character be believed concerning them, which 
only Pi, and che more carnal ſort of the Ep:ſcopel! party, 
have ever ventured to give them, We muſt therefore ap- 
pea! to God -gainRt this ſl i er, a' d carneltly pray that he 
would ple. ſe rorcouke bum, 


—- 


D He- 


v. 201, 


5. 158. 


(8) 

He ſpeaks very ſlightly of Prayer, in compariſon of f us 
dy, for the attaining of vi im, aal ing it too ch a way. 
which ſhows you how little he underſtands the Nature of 
True Prayer, which is a travel ef the ſpirit, and cal's for the 
whole attention of mind, and inward workings of thoughts 
in a far more intenſe and earneſt manner, then any ſtudy 
can, nor doth Solomon direR to any other way principally 
when he commands * to /if: up eur vier for nunderſi anding 
Prov 2. 3. ſo the Apoſtle James f any man want wiſdom, let 
bimaſk_it of God, Jam, 1. 5, Which when we call to mind, 
we canzot bu: wonder that any dares ſo exprefly go a» 
gainſt the very letter of Scripture, and likewile the — 
of the eommand, ſirce it is not fd, but the hi of 
6. (whictris obtained by Faithful ard diligent prayer) 
that makes either ich or knowing, but we have done with 
wondrirg at Mr. Baxter: boldreſs, fer what follows in 
juſtification of his urwarrantable conceir, exceeds all ordi- 
nary bounds of ſobriety, IN conſiderable ſaub be , not only 
that Chrift increaſed in wiſdem in bus Touth, but alſo that be 
would not enter upon bus pic Miniſtry til he was about thirty 
Tears of age, when it bad been move caſie for Chriſt to have ge: 
all know/edge by two er three tar neſt prayers thin for any of 1 
Whether will not Pride and overwening carry a man | he 
that had ſotrampled upon his brethren” without any regard 
to their inn«cence or ſofferings now ſpeaks but ſlightly of our 
Lord Chriſt himſelf ! For doth he think (or, if be doth not 
how dares he inſinuate it!) That our Saviour ſaid till he 
was 30 years old, before he entred upon his miniſtry that 
he might be more perfect in i, was it not, that he 
might in all reſpe&s fulfil che Law that time of Life being 
ordained for the Prieſts of old to enter upon the 7 abernacle+ © 
ſervice, Næmb. 4. 2,3. Or may we ſuppoſe, that that 
Lord Chriſt, in whom dwelt all rhe Fulneſs of the Ge 
bedily, and who was infinitely perfect, as God and Man; in the 
faſt moment he was born, had any adition of Grace, or 
viſdem (except as to the manifeſtation of it in bis Humane 

| Natare 


(< * - 


| (9) 
Natur:) opon his earneſt prayers | Was he not rather bere- 
in a pattern to us, that we ſhould be inſtant in 
prayer» fince he, who needed it not for himſelf, 
did ſo conſtantly uſe it! ſo that to ſpeak ſo ledingly of 
prayer and Chriſt, to undervalue ſo much the unſpeakable- 
. uſe ful neſs of one, and the incomprehenſible majeſty of 
the other, becomes very well the Spirit that Mr, Baxter 


writes v ich, but not at all that which hitherto he hath pre- 
tended to. 


He calls them Poor Fanciſul Women 


and melancholly er- F 
ſon4, that ordinarily receive comfort by ſuggeſted fers, », 16; 


of Scripture, and wou'd abuſe their piery herein, by uſing 
4 Pals more beleeming a fer, then a Judicious Divine, 
IHA Tex: of Scripture cams into t heir mad, they ſay, ſaith be, 
this Text was brought into my mind, and that text was ſer wpon 
my {pwi: : It this be not to fit in the chair of ſcorvers, what 
is? For is not this the very language of Holy men, that 
Mr, Bexizy wonld expoſe to ſcorn | I» the multitude of my 
per plegeed thang he, for ſo the Hebrew word fignifies) within 
me ((aith Holy David} thy comforts delight my foul, P[,g94.19, 
Where by C-wfortr, he means ſome Scripture promiſes, 
at that very time ſuggeſted, in which he found ſatisfaRion, 
as is p'aing Pſ-119, 50. 52. And is not this the ordinary 
lafe way of recei ing comfort] for what the word ſpeaks, 
that the ſpirit ſpeaks, and be is promiſed by our Saviour 
for this very end to bring Scripture to his peoples re- 
membrance, J-b= 14 26. And indeed, when a foul op- 
reſſed with ſorrow betore, ſhall ſuddenly find eaſe, by 
— fome Scripture brougbt to their mind, which be- 
fore they thought not of, if this be not the Spirits work, 
as a Co/orter,, we ſhall be alwayes: doubtful, how and 
when he performs that office > which way of Doubting 
Mr, Baxrers Divinity leads into, which ſufficiently ſhews 
it in not of God. For God calls us to Hope porfeltly , and te 
rejopes in that Hes. "yu OS 


1. B 2 but 


Excer. 
7. 187. 


(s) y. 9. 


(#4) 7. 21. 


(ro) 

But as if he could never {peak meanly enough about 
Prater, he adds further, /t & « 45nder en they ther bebe 
Scripture , can mabę ib uſel ues believe, that God abet ſuch 4 
miner ate dr of thrir (eyrra' fo m and words of Prayer, 
But doth not Go | regard the manner of our addreſſiag to 
him: muſt not we prev the Siri | ind doth not God feet. 
ſich te worſh p him? ſo that we rather wonder how any that 
believes Scriprure,can-be guilty of ſuch crude and un- 
grounded aſſer tions, And were we as forward to paſs a cen- 
lure, as Mr, Baxter is. we ſhould quickly corclude every 
ſuch Trifler, that in defence of Humane Inyennont and 5 
foriony in Prayer, will affirm raſhly, that the Phariſees bai 4 
Luka-gy, aud our $ itiour and bis Abele of enen, nith the 
in it, doch neither believe dci ip ure, nor himſelf, but tries 
to abuſe the credulity of his Reader, by his wen and pe · 
remptory aſſertions. 


It is well Mr. Baxter is grown ſo ſeruplous and tender 
that he is offended, if any break jeſts upon Common pra, 
VVe muſt in charity believe he is ſerious, but then he 
ſhould have given us occaſon to think that not many years 
ago he was delighted in ſuch kind of things himſelf, for 
we muſt appeal to all unprejudiced Readers whether any 
thing could be more Ironica'ly ſpoken then what he (or 
at leaſt thoſe, from whom he did not diſcent) writ in the 
S «voy diſpute, ' a) Cold prayers art litg te baut a cold retry and 
therefore eve for peace ſake let u pray more hiartily at 
then the Common-prajer-book will belp . to de: And whe- 
ther this be the canſe, or whether it be that the Commun-yrazer 
book bath never a prayer for ut ſelf , we fond that iti prayers pre- 
vail not te recenti many ſober, ſer ius prrſont to it, that live in 
Faithfu! Fer vent prajer : T b being High Prieſt for that Tear 
be prophb:ſied, but ſince be is ſo much better informed, that 
he bath much ado te forbear making Hemilier, and pleads 
ſtror gly for them, thcugh at that time be was afraid of 
them leaſt they ſhould make us R- (a) which Reaſon 

ſtil 


{ ir) 
il continues in force againit them ihougb Mr. Baxter bath 
either left or loſt ir, . 


We paſs by bis prophane ſtory, (5) as fitter for Rantere, (41 p 183. 
and the per {uns ke pleads tor Commonion wich, then ſor /- 
paretiſts, and we cha len;e bim to tell us the names: of thoſe 
that uſed ſu h Ruffizn ike exprefſions (which we judge 
Mr. Baxcer did g eatly ſia in repeating) or e'ſe let him 
not take it ili if we thiak he invented chem (as he cid the 
Phari/ees ita , on purpoſe to make his brethres od ous, 
and1o juſtice the perſecution againſt them. Nor can we 
im gine any other endin that ſtrange Prayer, (c) O Led (c)f. 192, 
puty tity p & Church, whoſe Paſtors themſelyts are [6 
pievih in their ig , , tempt other men by 
their follies's juaſftiſbe al their ſeverities ag them ard 
#: hers, F 

But Mr, Baxter being once got into the chairof the © rf p...,, 
will not eafily out, and therefore goes on, [ts ah odio 10 
ſomnd to bear anign rant raſh ſelf concerted perſon, eſpecially 4 1 
Preact er, cry out tte [iolatry , agi bis bret hren 
rrapertte od. becanſe they have ſomthing in them w be 4 
wended : Whereas we do not therefore think any thing to 
be guilty of Idolarry, becauſe it hath ſomething in it to 
be amended; bu: becaule it is uſed in the worſhip &f God, 
without any command from God to make it lawful, and 
this we muſt tell our Diftator is a ſpecies of Idle, and 
lor bid in the ſecond command, and if he will not re- 
ceive it ſo, It , to ule his own arrogane and 
imperious words, (a) bec auſa be nnder flands not Chriſtian ſence (4)p.8 
and Rrajon, uw ntl once! lig "Oy 

. ; oo! 0 3} 1 7 ry 

That what ef ,h, may be Lowfwlly abeyts, Fx 
he aſſerts, bur, according to his aſual' M,, ve tber — 19 
proves, nor at all pertinently urgeti id: Hiace the queſti e 
on is abo che worſh'p of Cel, and not about the mondo 


Except, 
p.196, 


[- J 203, 
LJ. 240. 


. 


. 
ol little importance, In which for peace ſake we would 


part with our right though in the marrers of God, we may 
nor, and when Mr, Baxters adds, ſome accidents may make e- 
ven an indiff en eu thing ſo great an evil; at no mani command 
can preponderate and make it lam fall: He leaves the queſtion 
as he fonnd it, and overthrows the deſign of his own aſſer- 
tion: For we ſay ſuch accidents do at this day attend the 
things impoſed on our practice, that e e can pro- 
penderate and make them lawf»ub, fo that we have Mr, Baxter 
at length, though very unwillingly,; defending choſe rbar he 
endeavours to traduce and condemn; which is not the only 
ting lo great is the force of trut:-) chat we fird bim fo 
doing. For irſhowing what Paſtors xe ore to jrynwith (4). In 
venturing to tell us, that dy Separatiſts (b) he means en thoſe 
that account true Churches of Chriſt t. be vo C ches, or that 
account it wnlawfulto bold Communion with thals Church 14 
whele ( ommunicy 11 net lan ſul, and laſily, when be calls 
them Chureb=dividers, who fly from the antient ſimplic ty and 
primitive terms of ( burch- Communion, and add their en little 
N. velties, as eſſary things; He bath hereby diſcharged us 
from being either Seyararrſts, (whe are willing to commu» 
nicate with all trur Churches ſo far as they are tec) ot 
Cburch- div ders, ſince we imp oſe nothing but are at this 
day violeatly impoſed «por, of which we have often, though 
without any hope of redreſs, complained in order to 
Communion, and we hope the g; i will no longer re- 
proach us with Mr, N. authority. | 


He ſays, Our priſenct'at the Prajer! of the Church i nm 
Profofſi.= of conſent-1+ 6ll that is funf in thoſe Prayers, but 
ſince the Apoſtle thought otherwiſe ia a like caſe oſ fitting 
at Meat in an Ids/s Temple, 1 Cor. 8. 10. And yet in detence 
of that ungrounded #ſſertv6tr,"Mri Bars fpeaks  6-/dly, if 
uot blaſphimonfly, How dots forrk ming the paitor: faults mae 


[4] p.200, e mine? (a) bab, bond tat tl you make net God the. pre 
7 


Hurer aud the wor fbeivg i ullabe wir lu; we trembe vo 2 
is 


(3) 

this paſſage, for how God concurrs; even to ſid it ſelf. as it 
is an action, and hinders not that (yet without in io bims 
ſelf) which he forek nows will be ill done by others, this we 
profeſsis a M:ftrry which we fathome not, but cry out con- 
cerning iq. as the Apoſtle Paal did, Ob the depth of the ruker, 
both of <the wiſdom and R if G, bow n= ſcarobabir wt 
his judgements, and bis waye) paſt finding ut, Rim, 11.33. and 
this relieves na j all thoſe-perplexingerquiries, that God 
hath tied us o 2 known Rule, but bis own ſoveraign will is 
that by which be himſelf acts, and for which be cannot be 
to us accoufitable,and therefore for any to argue, tram men 
who are under a Law, to God; who is infinitely above it, is 
an unjuſtifiable Raſhnels, neerly bordering upon /awprety 
and ꝓ ophaxeneſs, | 


When he ſays, it ii opinion of mjadiciaus fur 119 ("irits, Excey. 
that wo truth i; 19 be (enced for Peace, beſides the bicerneſs p. 207. 
of his ſpirit, diſcovered in the phraſe he uſech, we have this 
to obſerve, that we wiſh he had obſerved his own Rule, 
and then this i» jaditrome furious peare of his had been ſparcd, 

It being very true, what he afterwards dictates 
(n) "Who ave impatient of holding in their 'opinioxs ," 'da but 
proudly eſſ ecm i heir own widivſtandingy pretiew , we hape 
Mr. Baxter will apply it to himſelf, ind he humbled for bis 
prond impatience, 


Ie were raſie, faith he, to inſtance in un ſeaſanable and imyru- 
dent words cf truth ſpoken to Princes, which have raiſed \perſecnr 
tions of Ing contiunance, but it is not more eaſie to inſtance 
in Priaces ruined by Flatteries, ot by the ſiaful ſile nce of 
thoſe whoſe duty it was to reprove them ? and, ſecondly, 
were notthote Princes, who could not bear runb, much 
more to be blame ', then thoſe, who (how imprudently o- 
ever (peak only treth ro them! or thirdly, doth Mr. Baxter 
think that E/ ja and Mica jab, did well inreproving Abad; 
and Jobs Bapriſt ia reproving Heres, though it is * 

that 


Excep, 
p, 210 


FExces 
. 212 


Exrept. 


7. 214. 


. 215. 


g 14 . 
that it cauſed VOL 8 lat was impriſoned, and 
afterward oſt bis head upon ic, Luke 3 19. 20, And fourth 
iy, way not Goſpel HHiniſters, fol ow theſe holy mens ex 
ample, fince all Steirer i wyuten for tur inſtrnt:on | If i- 
diſcretion and fear of conſequencts, may diſcharge from do. 


ing ſo neceſſary a duty. whoever hear of their fins, yet 


Princes nt vet ſhall, but muſt be left by . cur deſperate 
and forbidden fi lence, I/. 58,4. unto an he peleſa Race of 
impeniterice, ; | 


He hath found dut a new cauſe of ſeparation and ſuch as. 


we doubt not the P. pe will thank him for when he ſays, 4 
moſt all our contentions and div ons are cauſed by rhe i gatranc 
ard j diosſneſſe of Chriſtians : For it is evident that owr 
conterr wn at this day, are principal y if not wholly, can- 
{eddy the Pride, impertinence, a ad tyranny of imwoſer:, 
which guilt Mr. Barer would caſe them of, by ect arging ir 
upon the ignoranceand in juditiouſneſs of Chriſtians, but 
who thusqaſtifier the withed and condemns the right e, muſt 
expect the puniſhment threarned ro ſuch an undoing 
practice I, 5, 20. Beſides, we cannot underſtard the 
meaning of ſuch phretes, a4 Dail Chriſtians, Ignorant and in + 
j dis os Chriſt an, for whoever are Chriltiansindeed, have 
received as a» oinring, by which.tbey kutw all biegt, © fob 
2, 20, 27, and ſhould not have ſuch vile epichites affixed to 
them, which only tend to expoſe even Chriſtian''y it ſelf, as 
if it Cid not cure thoſe which ſincerely imbraced it of - cheir 
5gnor axGe and injuditionſncſſe, 


It is met, ſaith be the "caſt pitiy that many feed prople, + 
ſpecally yu h and em, ſhonld be ſo weak 4s to value an aff uttt- 
onate tone of ſprech abevt @ jadi 19s opening of the Goſpel; and 
again, (4 ) it grieveth wy very ſou! to think, what inf, raw, 
an . ignorant kind of Preaching is crowded moſs er in many 
place, for the meer «ff eftionare manner of exprofſion ol 
low 


A 


© 4 


<0 ——R 


or his ro- 
Par — — 
conver 
forgive thoſe Ii 2 — * — 
55 ons from our ewy bowels dub thus ſeek, 
aw Life | But is Mr, Baxter grieved indeed that ignorant 
ing A crowded after > we hope then be will bim- 
fel, by i 
tit 6 


covering who they are that deceive ſuch Mul- 


But if be continus ſilent, and leaves the c at ran- 
— — Demon i — 

a Separat ian, n. not ſo much to right 
een — a» co 


1 man know his fin and folly, we muſt tell 
him, chat h a4 yariety.of lara {7 in the Langue» 


zn, knowledge of Seripewre, Sobrintyoſ Life, and (which, in 
preaching, is equal to any of theſes) a» af eitionate and - 
— in expreſſing the truth of for the ſalvas 
tion of Souls, very few exceed thoſe Preachers, whom (for 
lome ſooliſn tories that in former days he knew) Mr 
ter doth not fear to contemn and villifie: If we be 4c 
counted fools in thus glerying, we can ſincuraly lay, He beth 
— — . . 
tie / and among others, in this we 
— that ſo — of the — by God is 
pleaſed to work in ſuch acak inffroments, may more evi- 
dently appear to be of Cal, who we doubt as he hath 
ſo will contioue to ws the of eftionggs and rar Preachers of 
his fre Grace, when ſuch jadizieme ſelfoſaverr, as Mr. Baxter, 
who hare leftoffthe Lord wok, and infued ef delpng ic 
forward with us, are weakning our hands acing us 
before the bnilder:, Neb. 4. 2. $. ſhall be aſhamed of chair 
envy, J 


C * 


£2 
| E xcep. 
5. 416. 


Excep, 
P. 219. 


2 { 22(16) 
" Ttisakogethe? Mw Wage confrovenſids,'.to' 
2 ef 75 trait: which: 
art of ntcefit y tofalyat lit on m uur Kory company with rhe” 
Arie [eg ab —— wherk — 
Nur AMY if? ot hom comes che Scriy- 


wit 

t e mentioned; from w hichralont the 
Nita: and Di Ee Lone berech is to be [taken ? But 
what he adds, i: much mort co bet ited and ſingular, I ware 
tert of bigh and I8tule ſprenlation;c be ſadg em of avis nutan of 
extraordinary wnacrſianding & clearneſs isi be preferred before 
beth the Rulers a Maſur wote , we ſuppoſe Mr. Baxter 
hopes, zs Hum did ini a like Cafe, E . 6. 6. chat be ſhall be 
the mar, vr elſe he would not have ad viſed us to preferr the 
judgement of any one man whatever, when he knows we 
belicyc that the Scripture is both perfett and hin, and for 
his mtr of high aud wife ir ſyr eue, (ach as art the Re« 
concil ing. the a ſelutentſi of Gods derte wit the f erden f. 
Alan; wil, and the like, whith Mr. Brxrer troubles himſelf 
and his Readers about, we know we may be ſately ignorant 
of them, fince they are things we are not able to underſtand; 
and for other points, which poſſibly Mr. Baxter may think 
too plain and caſte for his profound underſtanding, we are 
already taught by a greater chen He, chat if an Ang. from 
Haven 1t«oheth any thing Aga t hem, we are to wiſh a» 
An bewa to him, which ſad imprecation we deſire Mr. Baume 
to be very careful he deth avoid the occafion of deſerving, 


He feems to us very much to diſparage the reputation of 
honeſty, when be ſcruples not te affirm, 77 falleth aur, rhas 
bone « are like fir aging ſbrep, if one leap over the H, 
the 51 will crowd and ſtrivs to follow bim. This we think is 
enough to make people afraid of being beveſt,if indeed when 
they are ſo, TN 78575 and we hope it will 
be a warping to thoſe uly Horſt, to take heed 
how they follow Mr. Baxter in theſe his Out-leaps. 


i 


| (3; (15) 
But asaf his enmicy wanagainitPriffneſs, as gn bineſgy Excep, 
he tells us, Seti mes the ſiritieſe ſort run de gang after one es p. 221. 
pinion, and ſo meme after ant h r, and therefore {it we may 
_Bhijgk qne wheſdares write 1 1 (criguh he ad viſetb, ſandy well wn? 
r the cimbnonerror of ib Relig inet party inthe timer and ; 1 » 
Macts where yew loud, h yua may take A ſhecial cart to 1ſcage | 
them, We believe ſuch counſe! was never given to Chriſt» 
Anus before, we ate indeed commanded not» ro conform our 
feiveite th World, wr to bave anyfellonſhiy with the unſruitfsl 
e of dark ſr, bur firſt to ſuppoſe that the Religions party 
- lave.generally ſome common err ur among them, and then to 
adviſe chatwe ſhould carrfslly ſtudy that to «ſcape them, This 
counſel we think Mr, Barter may be the Faber of, nor do 
we envy him the honeur of it; gut he that a few pages 
;hefore bids us keep to the Univerſal Church, and to agree 
vii uh general y Chrijtigns, ſhould not ſo ſoon ba ve fot . 
got bimſcif, and made both that Doctrine and his - preſegt 
adxice ridiculous, | 


It is a pritty odd. expreſſion, If any ſoft ſbauld riſs np mm 

+ who ſhould deny Chriſt, or the Seripture, er the Rev FExces. 
arrest, or the Life tocomie ; This we look upon as very 7. 220- 
ſoft wards to call open-lmpiery and-prophaneneſs, by the 
name of a Si, but yet very well agree with the Spirit of one 
who had given ſo many worſe to them that are innocent, & 


careful to pleaſe God by a Goſjel Separation, 


Notwithſtanding he makes ſli ht of that Argument,that pur 
bath been often u ged againſt the Conmoneprayer, How many 7.2 20 
ſGihbe, de take 4 em of Prayer or Liturgy to be. unlawful, © 
h bee »ſe moſt of the wor ſar ſort ave for u? And have they 
notgeaſon,for may we not juſtly ſuſpect that to be bad in 
tha mori» of C which the wickedeſt ſort do love; and 
doth not the àpoſtle Job» warrant us thus to argue, 1 Jobs 
4-4. Tie ef the World ther iſurs ubey ſpeak, of the Warld, 
adi br W add hears them: we * Mr. Barter to — 

2 2 that 


— 


7 


Excep. 


"(18) 
what Scripture pou bis knees, and then we hope be will 
retract what he hath written. 


He flies upon all fides, that are for Order in any kind, 


p. 232-23 3. without expreſſing himſelf whether he is for Papal ; Preſby. 


Except, 
7.138. 


ter tas, & Inge pendent Gopernment in the Chr ob, And as if this 
was not crime enough to ſeem unſetled in ſo neceſſary a 
point, which ſo nearly concerns the honour of Chi, 24. 
is Lerd of bis Houſe Heb. 5, He doth likewile write very 
dubiouſly about j«ſifcation, whether we are to take it to 
be by faith or by Works, and we fear he is not ſound in that 
point, fince we find him calling it, Ih preſumpruone beafi f 
beg Righteew, by Chriftt imputed Rightcanſneſs; The Lord we 
hope, in mercy to lis Church, and particularly to thoſe 
who have been deceived into a good opinion of him, will 
bring this Mas upon bis knees, that he may make a publieł 
acknowledgment of his felly,in venturing to uſe ſuch 
expreſſions, and in pretending to be wiſe, eſpecially in ſo 
all a point, as juſtification, above what is written, For 
if tdere is poſſibility for us to be ſaved any other way in a- 
ny ſenſe, but by the —_— of Crt m pated te . 
received by Faith, not only the Scripture was written , but 
lizewiſe Chriſt diedin vu, Gal. 2,16, 21. and 5.3, f. 


Let them, faith he, that ——— bad „ 
nough of ee, tak: beed leaſt they run into exceſs this i ſtrange 
, Thats» 


counſel to them that bave learned from —— 

very imagination of the Heart of Manis evil, only evil, andthet 
continually, That, The Natural Man cannet receive the thingy of 
the ſpirit of God, That, The wiſdow of the fleſh is enneity 4. 
gainſe Ged, and the like, ſo that we do not ſee, if we will 
allow the Siri of God to be the beſt coanſellour, how we 
can ſpeak bad enough of corrwpred Nature, as the Narare of 
every man now is, And had not Mr, Barter told us bo- 
fore, that he underſtood by Fleſb, only che ſevfirive appetite, 
(when the Apoſtle means the whole corrupt Nature, even 


t | 419) 
the M le ſtaudia, Cel. 2. 18. a8 well as the aff citions ) we 9 
mould have wondred ac this paſſage, but now we ſes one 
firm reaſon to deny the leaſt allowance of Free-will in the 
ings of God, ſince thoſe that hold it in any degree, are 
ung inclined ro ou Original fin and corrwpiren, which 
if wr; Bax'er hath not ſeſt, yet we ſee daily occaſion to com» 
plain of, and to abhor our ſelves for. 


I find: ſaich he, mary ſarly proud profeſſors, mach prener to Excep, 
Ryproef, thu torxbertarion, T heir Pride and (elf conceitedneſs p. 241: 
males them for ard: But Mr, Baxter would have done well 
to have ſpared himſelf, for he is doing the very ſame thing 
throughout his v hole book, and therefore Ky he is 
tout ent to be accounted, ſuri proud Profeſſor. 


' Chriſtian Magi rates ave 1bliſſixg for lelieverit which is a Excep, 
Truth we doubt not of, but when he adds by way of Res- p. 244. 
ſon, for if they perſecure ſonve, yet they nſwnally proteit more, we 

think we ought to reply, That if they perlecute any they. 
contract a Guiſt upon all: The whole Land of 1jrae! ſuffered 

for Manaſſeb; finiful perſecution, and we think they do a 

very ill office ro Magiſtrates, that infinuate, it is poſſible 

for them to perſceute (ome, and yet be innocent. 


That the ſpirit of ſeparation, is the ſame with that of perſecd. Nees. 
rio, is a moſt wngrounded, as well av »xchriſiian aſſertion: For p. 254% 
in many caſes we may, and ought to ſeparate in love, 2 Theſ. 
3 14,15, but Perſecution in no caſe can conſiſt with it; 
which, after many virulent & unhandſome expreſſions upon | 
this ſubje& he is forced at laſt himſelf to confeſs ( LJ. 262, 


He asks many queſtions, a bout Church C,, but Exc. 
be knows the Proverb, and let that anſwer him, 7. 265, 


He takes it ill that we ſhould think the Church of Chriſte, Excey. 
to coaliſt bat of a few, bot when he ſayi the belief An! 7. 267. 


Excey, 


p. 281, 


Except. 
P. 374 


Excep, 


5. 393. 


H 
the next way to «fidelity, he caſts tha reproach . upon the 
word of Ged which affirms this expreſly, and. got. upon ws 
who from thence have received it. 


yen FN | we 

Ile, ſaith he, much adar te forbear' naming ſome bigh 
P refeſſors, who died Apoſtate Infidels, deriding 0 britianu J and iby 
immurtaluy of the Soul, wha once ware Separatifis, And cannot 
be name many of the Church of Engla«d:who daily do the 
lame? or might not the Heben have thus, ceproacheg the 
Prim ive Chriſtians becauſe myny went e from. among ney 
ohn 2. 19. Thus to reproach a whole party , tor the x 
carriages of tome few, without taking , notice how many 
more and greater Fau ts ate in thoſe bam they ou d de- 
fend, is the uſual artifice of ſuch that think rthemielves con- 
cerned, upon any wretched terms whatever to maintain an 
ill cauſe, and have proſtituted their conſciences ro detend 
an Argument. 


In defence of Form! of Prajer, which he would ſeem vo- 
ry tender of, be laith; Reſtore the ſame Spirui nnio1bs former 
werd and they will be 44 good as they were #t the beginning, 
which is very true, but impertinent: For therefore we ſay 
The ſame words ought not to be ct, much -lels ee, 
becauſe no man can keſtore the ſame [pirut to them, and we 
cannot telievingly expect that God will do ir, becaule we 
have go promile for it; nay it wou d be a tempting of, God 
to expect any ſuch ching in a worſhip which, be hach got 
ce mmanded. 0 


He compares Cromne/! unto the Tent ei Which 
may be rue, but is m ſt unbecomingly done in Mr. Bxxier, 
who dedicated a flat ering book to hi Soo, : 


We have many more things to except againſt, but we 
confeſs ve are tired in gathering ſo many noiſome weeds, 
and cheretore ſhall religve ourſelves and the Reader , and 

con- 


(21) 
conclude all with the Comical Deſcription of ſome , whom 


Mr. Baxter calls an 1gnorant ſort of Miniſters, that have clu- 
fie wits, unlearned Sets, that ſhruld be conſciom of the daine 


and ignorance of their fumbling and unfurniſhed Brains, filly 
Souls, and the like, which had Ber, Joh»/on of old, or Hadi* 
bra writ now, we miglit have paſſed it by, asa peice of Wit 
and Drollery and only blamed the Poet, bur for Learned 
Mr, Barter, Mortified Mr. Baxter, judicious Mr. Birrer, one 
that thioks himſelf many removes from thoſe th at he (tiles 
the younger ad emptier ſort ef Miniſters) to fall inco ſuch 
levity, will I hope warn all, to rake heed how they overva- 
lue themſelves, leaſt God in judgement doth lcave them to 
themſelves, as Fe bath evi 'ently done this poor man, whoſe 
recovery we can fincerely pray for, and ſhould much re- 
joyce if taking a review of what be hath writ, from t eſe 
exceptions of ours, be might be ſtirred up to give ſatiſt.&1on 
unto the Churches of Chriſt, by a ſecond and more ſca/onable 
Retract ation, 


FINIS. 
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